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News Release 
For Immediate Release 
 
 

First Singapore-China subway drama 
A Starry Night ������  

 
 
Singapore, 13 April  2009  –  Made-by-Singapore content is going international on a 

new platform. The Media Development Authority (MDA), Singapore media company 

Ufinity and Chinese company Prime Time Entertainment, are collaborating to produce 

the first Singapore-China subway drama – A Starry Night � � � � � �  – to be 

broadcast simultaneously in trains and train stations in Singapore and China, reaching 

out to over 15 million daily commuters.  The project is supported by media platform 

owners, namely SMRT Media in Singapore and Digital Media Group (DMG) in China.  

Singapore’s Threesixzero Productions has been commissioned to undertake the creative 

process of this project. 

 

Slated for debut in the second half of this year, commuters in Singapore can enjoy their 

first subway drama on television displays in the train stations along the North-South and 

East-West rail lines.  In China, DMG will screen the drama on television screens within 

the trains, as well as on train station and bus shelter displays they manage.  In total, the 

subway drama is expected to be screened on at least 16,452 television displays, 

targeting a daily 1.4 million passenger trips in Singapore and a captive audience of 14 

million commuters in seven Chinese cities, namely Beijing, Shanghai, Chongqing, 

Tianjing, Nanjing, Shenzhen and Hong Kong.   
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The Mandarin 50-parter, each two-and-a-half minutes in duration, centres on the love 

story of a Singaporean singer (Singapore’s Project Superstar alumna Kelly Poon ��	 ), 

and a young man from Shanghai (Taiwanese actor Robert Fan 
�� ) who comes to 

Singapore to pursue his studies and music aspirations. Through the young man, the 

Singaporean sees her hometown with a fresh pair of eyes. The subway drama is filmed 

mainly in Singapore and presents a vibrant tableau of the country’s iconic locations and 

heritage.  

 

The other cast are Mei Xin 
�  (Singapore), Nathan Lee ���  (Korea), Ivan Huang �

�  (China), Lawrence Wong ���  (Singapore), Johnny Jiang ���  (Taiwan) and Sky 

Wu ���  (Taiwan).  It is directed by Lisa Chen ���  from Taiwan.  The soundtrack 

will feature songs contributed by Singapore song-writers.   

 

Following its subway launch, the drama will be expanded into a feature film for theatrical 

release.  Plans are in the pipeline to repurpose the content for a wide variety of platforms, 

such as online, mobile phone and outdoor media.  

 

Said Dr Christopher Chia, MDA’s Chief Executive Officer, “Singapore’s first subway 

drama, A Starry Night, will be traveling in more ways than one – it will be enjoyed by 

commuters on the go; and will also be the vehicle bringing the best of Singapore’s 

production capability, musical talents and picturesque locations to viewers within and 

beyond Singapore.  We are proud to support Ufinity in this groundbreaking collaboration, 

which will take Made-by-Singapore content across borders and onto an exciting array of 

platforms.“  

 
 
Ms Teo Chew Hoon, Managing Director, SMRT Investments Pte Ltd, said, “SMRT Media 

is proud to partner MDA to promote this first cross-national subway drama series.  With 

1.4 million passenger trips served in our island wide rail network daily, SMRT Media will 

launch the series with impact. We are constantly introducing refreshing ideas to our 

media spaces and we believe our passengers will be delighted by the subway drama 

series.  We hope this will enhance their travel experience with us.” 

 
Please see:  
Annex A for the synopsis, cast, director and broadcast details 
Annex B for the production stills 



Page 3 of 13 

For more information, please contact: 

 
Chia Pei Siang (Ms) 
Manager, Communications 
Media Development Authority 
Tel. : +65 9726 3151 
Email : chia_pei_siang@mda.gov.sg 

John Ng Bu Soon 
Vice President, Marketing 
Ufinity Pte Ltd 
Tel. : +65 9633 9878 
Email : john.ng@ufinity.com 
 

Ivy Yap (Ms) 
Executive 
Media and Marketing Communications 
Corporate Marketing and Communications 
SMRT Corporation Ltd 
Tel. : +65 9138 4299 
Email : ivyyap@smrt.com.sg 
 

 

 
 
Media Development Authority of Singapore (MDA) 
Formed in 2003, the Media Development Authority of Singapore (MDA) plays a vital role in 
transforming Singapore into a Global Media City and positioning it at the forefront of the digital 
media age. MDA spearheads initiatives that promote developments in film, video, television, radio, 
publishing, music, games, animation, media services and Interactive Digital Media. At the same 
time, in ensuring clear and consistent regulatory policies and guidelines, MDA helps to foster a 
pro-business environment for industry players and increase media choices for consumers. For 
more information, visit www.mda.gov.sg and www.smf.sg 
 
 
Ufinity 
With origins dating back to 1996, Ufinity is a leading solution provider in interactive media and 
convergence services with innovative solutions spanning across the Telecommunications/ISP, 
Finance, Government and Media industries. Recent projects include Singapore’s first Web TV 
Portal "The Straits Times Razor TV” (www.razor.tv) and ST iPhone application; which became 
'Top Free Applications' in Singapore AppStore. With offices in Singapore and China, Ufinity has 
customers from across Asia in Singapore, Hong Kong, Taiwan, China, Sri Lanka, Malaysia and 
the Philippines. For more information, please visit www.ufinity.com 
 
 
 
Prime Time Entertainment 
Prime Time Entertainment Co., Ltd, the leading  company that encompasses  creativity, culture, 
fashion, entertainment and other resources was founded in 2007 with a niche focus on the 
Chinese market. Past projects spanned across movie production, new media production, 
concerts, PR and events, Artistes Management, Media and Publicity Planning, etc. To-date, we 
have successfully managed many high-profile projects. These projects include the subway 
operas, “A Sunny Day” in 2007 and “Dancing Without You” in 2008. “Dancing Without You” was 
also developed into a movie later with the same title. 
 
 
SMRT Media 
SMRT Media is a subsidiary of SMRT Corporation Ltd, Singapore's premier multi-modal transport 
service provider offering integrated island-wide transport services. A leading transit advertising 
operator and consultancy provider, SMRT Media offers a wide range of media platforms at our 
stations, bus interchanges and on board our trains, buses and taxis. Working closely with our 
clients, SMRT Media delivers innovative and attention-grabbing campaigns that reinforce its 
appeal as a preferred outdoor advertising partner. 
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Digital Media Group (DMG) 
DMG (Digital Media Group) is China’s leading operator of digital media inside subway systems.  
DMG delivers quality entertainment, information, advertising and its proprietary Passenger 
Information System (PIS) to over 14 million passengers a day through 16,184 digital screens.  
DMG’s network consists of 30 subway lines in nine cities including Beijing, Chengdu, Chongqing, 
Guangzhou, Hong Kong, Nanjing, Shanghai, Shenzhen and Tianjin as well as bus shelters in 
Shanghai.  DMG is headquartered in Shanghai, with its R&D activities based in Beijing. DMG 
group companies include Beijing Eastlong Technology Development Company Limited, Beijing 
Eastlong Advertising Company Limited and six DMG operating subsidiaries.  For more 
information, please visit www.dmgtv.com 
 
 
Threesixzero Productions 
Established in 2001 by New York Festival Finalists Han Kwang Wei and Ng Hwee Hoon, 
Threesixzero Productions Pte Ltd is one of Singapore’s leading production companies 
specializing in the production of Chinese factual and entertainment programs. It produces on 
average 80 hours of TV content annually and its programs range from travelogues to arts and 
cultural documentaries to design and food programs. Many of these programs have garnered 
international awards. For more information, please visit www.threesixzero.tv 
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Annex A : Additional information on A Starry Night ������������������������  
 
 
1. SYNOPSIS ��	
��	
��	
��	
  
 
Brian Li, a boy from Shanghai who grew up in poverty, got himself a place to study in 
Singapore. Being the only child in a single -parent household, Brian is torn between his 
sense of family responsibility and this once-in-a-life-time opportunity to study abroad.  
Brian’s mother makes the decision for him by pawning off a family ancestral jade. 

As Brian’s flight pulls into Changi Airport, he is awed by the glittering backdrop of 
Singapore.  He has come to a new land. At school, Brian always reminds himself of the 
sacrifice his mother has made for him.  While others are asleep, he is studying.  In order 
to support his mother back home, Brian took on job.   

One night, through a chance encounter, he helps a beautiful stranger, Cailing Zhong, 
and they become friends.  Brian has no idea that his new friend is actually Singapore’s 
superstar.  With Brian’s down-to-earth nature, Cailing can get away from the pressures 
of being a celebrity.  Through Brian, Cailing sees Singapore through a set of fresh eyes.  
As Cailing shows Bowen around Singapore, she discovers that Brian has a great voice 
as well.  Encouraged by Cailing, Brian enters Singapore’s biggest singing competition.  
As he surprisingly advances through the singing competition, he falls behind in his 
schoolwork which puts his scholarship in jeopardy.  To make matters worse, he receives 
news that his mother is terribly sick.  With his life crumbling on all fronts, Brian is in 
despair.  Will he be able to channel all his emotions for the competition’s decisive final 
event?  Can he focus on the most important performance of his life?   
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2. CAST   ��������  
 

��
��
��
��  Kelly Poon  
 
Kelly Poon is a Singaporean singer who emerged from one of the Chinese singing 
competition held in Singapore, Project Super Star. Her debut album “Love Me Kelly” 
released in 2006 broke sales records in Singapore emerging at the top. She is now 
based in Taiwan with “In the Heart of the World” being her 2nd album released in 
Singapore and her debut album in Taiwan. Her third album is “Smiling Kelly”, released 
on 22 October 2008 in Taiwan. 
 
Albums 
2008    Smiling Kelly  
2007 Zai Shi Jie Zhong Xin/In The Heart of the World 
2006 My Love Kelly 
 
TV Series 
2006 Dream Chasers (MediaCorp) 
 
��	 (ržŸ  <<� C Superstar>>u �J E "# ( 2006 v ú w }1 xyz{  “LOVE 
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������������  Robert Fan  
 
Movies 
2008 ž �Š  – Ÿ�  ¡¢ (O£ )  
2008    Untold Beauty – Director   Roy Lim  
2007    Miao Miao – Director  Hsiao-tse Cheng  
2007    I Travelled 9000 km To Give It To You – Director  Wong Kar Wai  
2003    Colour of Sound – Director  Joe Ma 
2002    Brave 20 – Director  Ming-Tai Wang 
2002    The Best of Times – Director  Tso-chi Chang 
2000    Sunny Dolls – Director  Yixiong Chen 
1999    Darkness and Light – Director  Tso-chi Chang 
 
Awards 
2003  Silver Screen Award: Best Asian Actor for "The Best of Times"  
2002  Singapore Film Festival: Best Actor for "The Best of Times"  
 
Nominated Best Actor 
2003  Golden Bell Award for “Crystal Boys” 
2002  Golden Horse Award for "The Best of Times" 
2002  Golden Bell Award for “Come to my home” 
 
����������������  
2008 ž �Š –Ÿ�  ¡¢ (O£ )  
2008 ³ # –Ÿ�  ‡¤ � (O£ )  
2007 ¥¥ –Ÿ�  ¦§¨  
2007 ©ªw 9000 V `2 « ·› ¬  – Ÿ�   �? ­ (2007 ®¯°±² ¯ )  
2003 ± Z³ –Ÿ�  ´ � µ  
2002 ¶·¸ –Ÿ�   � ¹B  
2002 
	²� –Ÿ�  y ã º  
2000 » Õ ¼¼ –Ÿ�   � ½¾  
1999 ¿À ¦� –Ÿ�  y ã º  
 
����������������  
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2002 Á 
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2002     œ´ i Á 
	 ²� Â   
2002     A• œÐ i Á Œ© ? Ò Â  
2002     ÓÔ°±ÕE ¯ Á¶·¸ Â  
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#$#$#$#$  Mei Xin  
 
Mei Xin, our local sensation whose exceptional charm has taken her to new heights not 
only on home ground but even to Taiwan and now, China. Fresh-faced, pixie-like eyes 
and with her signature bright, summery smile, the endearing 22-year-old has become 
the darling of the media scene. The part-time model was discovered after MeiXin was 
crowned beauty queen at a pageant in August 2006. It was her X-factor that attracted 
Ms Nelly Poa, a veteran in the Chinese entertainment industry who runs her own 
creative marketing and promotion services company. And there’s has been no looking 
back since.   
 
A role in ”Dear, Dear Son-In-Law”, a prime time 20-epsidode drama that was aired in 
October 2007.  The release of her debut EP in late 2007.  
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%&'%&'%&'%&'  Nathan  
 
Vocalist of Korean Boy Band “TAKE” 
2007 Ambassador for the Sino-South Korean Year of Exchange during the 3rd 
International Music Festival in Guangzhou 
China Beijing TV Station awarded Korean group TAKE Newcomer of the year in 2006 
Won “Most Stylish Korean” in Shanghai ELLE Style Award 2008  
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()()()() Ivan Huang  
 
Ivan Huang, is a singer and actor from China. He joined the music industry after 
participating in a well-known Chinese entertainment program “Star Factory” in 2002. 
 
Albums 
2007      EP "Our Motherland Is Garden" 
2006     "We All Are Fear Lonely Person" (Universal Music) 
2005     EP "Olympic Games China" 
2004     The World of mortals + Evil spirit Abstains + Zhezi play 
 
Movies 
2007 Button Person 
 
�� (Œ:çª> 
 c W 
2002 vL ŸçªDÜ & [ 01 %2 �0 3 ' ( Ùõ 4 �
 5 W 
2004 v 6 � 18 > (ú wÅ Ž y z 6 ( %¢ Û +78 +9 Š à '  
2005 v (ú w EP%:; çª '  
2006 v 6 � 18 > (ú wÅãyz{ ( %© < M- =>?@ >1 ' ( $ L ¼ A �| ã W!
²Ÿ � BC � ¯ W 
2007 v ú w EP%© < >•ª- DE '  
2007 v F ( L Ÿç G B � ± � ã> A° %HI 1 'JK (¼ �Æ œ´°É LMN † œ´
i /ÍÎ O ÏB P Ö Ü � �QRS � B P • � � �u½ � ã ( T K Îã " W 
2008 vL Ÿ #$:; é UV� (¼ ƒ„… � R¥ �W Š X �Y ¤Š Z ª ÌPØ 1 � � W 
2009 v ( [ ¶ 4Y > � \ á X] ˆ 
>k 
 (�� ð � Ÿ �Š ^ � ¯ (R (� ï _` Ø
1W  
 
 
3. DIRECTOR *�*�*�*�  
 
+,-+,-+,-+,- Lisa Chen 
 
This 45-year-old director claims to be the most senior Newcomer in the movie industry. 
Before entering the circle, she has more than 10 years of working experience in the 
advertising industry. In 1999, she decided to turn Director and took up study of Directing 
Film, Video & Broadcasting at New York University in USA. In 2000, she served as Art 
Director in Lee, Khan's Golden Bell Drama, “Tears of Lover”, which was later nominated 
for Golden Bell Award Best Art Director in 2001. She directed her first film, “Voice of 
Waves” in 2002 which later was nominated in 2003 for Golden Bell Award, Best Actress, 
Best Camera and Best Editing .This is the first time in the award history that a short film 
was nominated for such key awards and with that Lisa is hailed the steadiest newcomer 
in the industry. 
 



Page 10 of 13 

û v ¤ Ê ab >��� à ! :Ð- Þ A° c ç / •>ž1 à( 7 d �A° c ¦ e K f s �
˜n Ê g v (r� hij ��� k �A° c (µ � {ý á ª �A° c > Å Ž 8 ¸ l ( O Œ
3 m Ì é T K nopq Ÿ rst B u v Ž¯> w Ÿ 0ã ( x Ï y ´7 B #z{| “ } > ~
•€ ,�3 •‚ƒ„ ° …ã 9 ý Ù ~ˆ † 5 ‡ >{ ˆ A°£ ã> � ¦ Wr �v ‰Õ> -
� v -��� Å Ž ƒq Ÿ > ° ¯ ,r �v ‰Õ> -� v š � Š œ´ i /Í² ¯ � /Í � ƒ
Ï (|- A° »9 Å Ž 8 4 ² ¯ ìu� Š œ´ i ` —i � (©´> � û 9 ���ö ! (B
P A° c ç / ‹Œ >ž� W 
 
1985 v • – 
0 Ž•• ( ‘’ � “”… ã4 • VW (K –… ¯ ƒ Ž – ( —˜e™š›J
œ0ãˆ •™ž ¸ �Ÿ Z �„  … Z  16mm ¡  35mm …ã � ¦ WYç ¢ � ¸ £ ˆ ¤G…
ã1 ¥ ( —˜¦ { ˆ ˆ% ! § l> – • D ¨ W…ã © > ª« 4 Í 
 ¤¬ � ­®¯° (  ±²
³´µ � ” ; „ °Z  …  
 
1987 v 7 ¶ @…ã4 • VW (K –· w 
 ¸ † ¹…º ×¦0ã ( ™»¼ { ¤G… ã1 ¥
¦k (ã •� ¦ M- ¡” ˜ ½ ×¸ £ W…ã> ª« M ¾•¿ÀÁª« W  
 
1989 v 7 ÂÃ… ã4 • VW ( Ä K ¹… Ž – (4 ÅÆÇ¡” ˜ VW ¸ È �ÉÊ �¢R °
¯ Ë k¦ ÌÊ ( : Í :Ð70ã9> ÎÏ ( ¦ 4 ÅÆ " ¿Jœ… ã W  
 
1994 v 7 ÐÑÒÓ” ˜ VW ( Ä K …¯Ž –—˜ { ˆ ˆ ‡ • > � ¦ WÔª« • Õ � w Ö
×Ø � “ Ù· w �Ú ñ «Û¡ÜÝ > � Þ W7 ßà �” ˜ VW �… ã VW ¦ » { ˆ” ˜ ¾
5 ‡Á > ƒ ? W  
 
1999 v áâ � ( ¦ ˆ ãä  NYU —_ ( —˜ ² ™â � å ¦ W  
 
2000 v Ç¡ � æâ � ¦ V ç œèé “Â1>´ ê ”
 ¸ W  
 
2001 v Ç¡nopâ � ¦ “ët B { ”wâ W  
         “Â1>´ ê ”� ì œèí /Í 
 ¸îâ W  
 
2002 v ïâ V ç 1Ä é ± “�v ‰Õ> - ð  ” 16mm „ç„ ° ñòé W  
“ �v ‰Õ> - ð  ” � ì  2002 v œóí /Í² ¯ W  
“ ô Õ> ëõ  '' ö÷„ °² ¯ øâ œW  
 
2003 v “ �v ‰Õ> - ð  ”� ì œèí /Í �O Ï ( /Í œ° ( /Í ž ¸ ÷ Ü W  
 
2004 v ·â 1 »ùç 1 »éú œèé “ VN… ¬ û  ”  
“ ô Õ> ëõ  ”� ì  2004 v œóí /Í � ƒ Ï W  
“ ô Õ> ëõ  ”ö g  2004 v œüí /Í é Â¯ W  
 
2005 v “ �v ‰Õ> - ð  ”ö g > è V ” ý £ t þ � °± ��� È � í W  
 
2006 v ·â ���  ~ ¤ � 2 �	 Ÿ ¯ W  

 

 



Page 11 of 13 

4.   BROADCAST DETAILS 
 
Broadcast Cities  
Singapore, Beijing, Shanghai, Chongqing, Nanjing, Tianjing, Shenzhen, Hong Kong 
 
Frequency  
Singapore: 1 time every hour for 18 hours per day 
 
Expected Coverage  
 
Train Stations 

Channel Lines Stations 

Shanghai Line 1,2,3,4,5,6,8,9 146 

Chongqing Line 2 18 

Nanjing Line 1 16 

Tingjing Line 1, Line Jinbin 28 

Singapore North-South & East-West Lines 53 

 
Trains 

Channel Lines Trains 

Beijing Line 1, 2 96 

Shanghai Line 1, 2, 3 100 

Chongqing Line 2 19 

Nanjing Line 1 20 

Tianjing Line 1 25 

Shenzhen Line 1 22 

Hong Kong Line Hong Kong 11 

 
Bus Shelters 
Channel Total Stops 
Shanghai 715 
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Annex B : Production Stills from A Starry Night ������������������������  
 
For high-resolution files of these photographs, please contact Chia Pei Siang at tel. 9726 
3151 or email: chia_pei_siang@mda.gov.sg. 
 

 
 
Robert Fan 
��  (left) and Kelly Poon ��	  (right)  
 

  
 
The cast (from left to right): Mo Fan 
 ¢  ; Robert Fan 
��  ; Kelly Poon ��	  ; Ivan 
Huang ��  ; Sky Wu ���  ; Mei Xin 
� ; and, Johnny Jiang ���     
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