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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
ADDENDUM TO THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

1
The international environment is becoming more unpredictable and fluid. Major shifts of global power and ideas are underway and are both symptoms and causes of the continuing economic and political uncertainties. Few countries are as exposed to the world as we are. As a small country we have no choice but to engage the world.  It is therefore vital that Singapore remains cohesive, alert and nimble, both in order to take advantage of the opportunities and to get out of harm's way if necessary. We will cooperate with all countries and institutions that wish to cooperate with us, while always doing what we must to protect and promote Singapore's national interests in this increasingly challenging international environment. 

Singapore’s Foreign Policy Priorities

2
ASEAN remains our core interest and the cornerstone of our foreign policy.  Building a more integrated and cohesive ASEAN is an overriding strategic imperative. It enhances our economic competitiveness and gives our region a strong platform to engage key international players, especially the US and China. We should not be distracted from our goal of building an ASEAN Community by 2015 through the implementation of the three Community Blueprints (political-security, economic and socio-cultural) and preserving ASEAN’s centrality in a balanced and open regional architecture. This is the necessary condition for strengthening ASEAN's relations with the major powers through ASEAN’s dialogue partnerships, the ASEAN Plus Three, the East Asia Summit (EAS), and the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF).

3
Relations with our closest neighbours, Malaysia and Indonesia, are good. Strengthening these relationships on the basis of mutual benefit and mutual 
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respect remains a key interest. With Malaysia, the resolution of the railway land issue and the handing over of the waterworks under the 1961 Water Agreement to the Johor water authorities were milestones in the bilateral relationship. With these issues settled and upcoming projects like the joint development in Iskandar Malaysia and the Rapid Transit System link between Johor Baru and Singapore, there is strong impetus for closer cooperation between Singapore and Malaysia. Relations with Indonesia are anchored by robust trade and investment links and cooperation in sectors such as health, environment and counter-terrorism. Cooperation with the Riau Islands (KEPRI), especially our partnership in the Batam, Bintan and Karimun Special Economic Zone, will remain a priority.  Bilateral relations with the other ASEAN member states are strong and anchored in the bedrock of shared interests. They will be further strengthened through regular bilateral exchanges and institutionalised linkages, including technical assistance through the Singapore Cooperation Programme and Initiative for ASEAN Integration.

4
Despite its economic and political challenges, the US remains the only truly global power. The US military presence in our region continues to be the vital and irreplaceable foundation of the stability that is the necessary condition for growth. The US remains our key strategic and economic partner. At the same time, we will continue to build on our excellent relations with China, sustaining the expansion of our cooperation beyond the economic and political spheres to areas such as education, culture and human resource development. Japan, the Republic of Korea and Australia will continue to be important political and economic partners. We will also enhance our ongoing engagement of developing countries and regions, such as India, the Gulf states in the Middle East, Africa and Brazil and other Latin American countries, so as to grow economic opportunities for Singapore.

5
At the multilateral level, the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) remains the over-arching forum for facilitating economic growth, cooperation, and 
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trade and investment in the Asia-Pacific.  In the uncertain and volatile global economic climate, it will be even more important to work closely with APEC member economies on concrete initiatives that can help support the global trade agenda and deal with global challenges. The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) is of particular strategic significance and great economic potential. As a trade-dependent country with a core interest in a robust multilateral trading system, Singapore will also continue to work with like-minded countries to strengthen the World Trade Organisation (WTO). We will work to secure more bilateral and regional FTAs, such as the one currently being negotiated with the EU. 

6         As a responsible member of the international community with an intrinsic interest in promoting a rules-based international system, we support efforts to reform global institutions, such as the UN, the IMF and World Bank, so as to enable them to deal more effectively with global issues such as climate change, proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, terrorism and international financial regulation.  The G20 has a significant role to play in coordinating financial and macro-economic policies to address global imbalances. As a major financial centre and a member of the Global Governance Group (3G), Singapore will continue to encourage more dialogue between the G20 and non-G20 members.

7
Within our means, we will continue to provide technical assistance to developing countries through the Singapore Cooperation Programme, bilaterally or in collaboration with other countries and international organisations.  We are committed to helping developing countries attain the Millennium Development Goals, by building their human resources, in particular, their capabilities in public administration and sustainable development.

Supporting Singaporeans Abroad

8
MFA will continue to work closely with the Overseas Singaporean Unit to keep Singaporeans abroad connected to Singapore. We will continue to provide 
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prompt and effective consular assistance to Singaporeans in distress overseas as, for example, during the Queensland floods, the Christchurch earthquake, the earthquake-tsunami in Japan, and political unrest in the Middle East. The number of Singaporeans seeking assistance overseas will increase as more Singaporeans travel for work, leisure and education. MFA will accordingly expand our capacity and work closely with other agencies to ensure the safety and well-being of Singaporeans overseas.
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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

ADDENDUM TO THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

1. A secure environment lays the foundation for peace and progress in Singapore. A strong defence safeguards our sovereignty and vital interests and enlarges our political space in the pursuit of a better future for Singaporeans.

2. This need for stability is especially pertinent given the uncertainties in the regional environment driven by global strategic shifts. The aftermath of the 2008 global financial crisis is still unfolding as the US and Europe face considerable economic difficulties. There have been dramatic changes in the Middle East but the ramifications of this “Arab Spring” remain uncertain. The fight against terrorism has not ended even though Osama bin Laden is dead. In our region, we continue to see flashes of tension in the Korean Peninsula and over the South China Sea. The interplay of relations between US and China will continue to have an impact on ASEAN and our region.

Participation in multilateral meetings and operations

3. Singapore works closely with our friends and like-minded partners through bilateral and multilateral platforms. Our efforts seek to strengthen relationships with individual partners, while actively encouraging an open and inclusive regional security architecture with ASEAN at the centre. We have pushed for greater regional cooperation through fora such as the ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Meeting (ADMM) and ADMM-Plus. The Shangri-la Dialogue will continue to be an important and useful platform for security leaders to meet and share perspectives.
4. Beyond our shores, Singapore will continue to play our role judiciously as a responsible member of the global community to ensure peace and stability in our region. The SAF makes niche contributions to international security operations and participates in the multinational stabilisation and reconstruction 
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efforts in Afghanistan. We currently have a team of 10 Military Institutional Trainers, a 13-strong medical team and a six-man Imagery Analysis Team in Afghanistan. We will continue to play our part in the international efforts to combat piracy in the Gulf of Aden, as part of Combined Task Force 151. 

A Strong, Integrated and People-centric SAF 
5. The SAF is respected as a credible and professional armed forces, ready to defend the interests of our country. Our prudent and steady investment in defence will enable us to build an SAF with capabilities for a wide spectrum of operations, primarily to protect our nation against direct threats and also respond flexibly in peacetime to transnational security challenges posed by terrorism, piracy, the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and natural disasters.

6. The SAF will continue to modernise and upgrade its capabilities into an integrated, network-centric force, with the ability to sense quicker, manoeuvre forces effectively, and strike targets precisely. 

7. In our transformation efforts, we will continue to rely on the dynamism, will and professionalism of our people. As our systems and operations become more complex, our people will need to build deep professional expertise, and engage in knowledge creation and continuous learning. We will continue to enhance our training methods, curriculum and learning environment, and provide fulfilling careers and opportunities for professional development. There will also be more opportunities for continuing education and training as part of our servicemen’s professional development. 

Commitment to Defence

8. National Service remains a crucial and indispensible element of Singapore’s defence. National servicemen form the backbone of the SAF. We 
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must ensure that training is realistic and effective to raise a potent fighting force. At the same time, we will do the utmost to ensure the well-being and safety of our National Servicemen, and work on enhancing their motivation and morale. We will continue our efforts to engender pride in Singaporeans for the institution of National Service and enhance their commitment to defence. 

9. MINDEF continues to actively engage the public. Our Advisory Council on Community Relations in Defence, or ACCORD, draws members from a wide spectrum of society. Their inputs and expertise allow MINDEF to strengthen our awareness of public sentiment and respond to the concerns of the public. 

10. We will continue to work towards strengthening national resilience and collective commitment to defence through our annual Total Defence campaign. MINDEF will continue to adopt a personal, inclusive and ground-up approach to our engagement efforts. We will also tap on new channels in social media to connect with the public. 

11. In partnership with all Singaporeans, MINDEF will stand steadfast and alert in our task to ensure that Singapore remains safe and secure for all. 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

ADDENDUM TO THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

MR TEO CHEE HEAN, DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER,

CO-ORDINATING MINISTER FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AND
MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS

1
Safety and security are the foundation of Singapore’s social well-being and economic growth.  Over the past term of Parliament, our low crime rate was maintained and threats to our security were kept at bay.  However, many challenges remain, and some new ones have emerged.   
The evolving security environment

2. At the global level, extremist violence continues to be a serious concern.  While the leadership of Al-Qaeda has been severely disrupted, it remains a potent force, and its franchisees are active in many parts of the world.   Within our region, although there have been some successes against extremist groups, terrorist violence remains a very real phenomenon.  In the digital age, terrorist groups continue to leverage on the internet, not only to propagate their virulent ideologies, but also to broadcast operational tactics and techniques.   Recent events in Norway remind us that the threats are multi-faceted and do not necessarily emanate from known adversaries.
3. In recent years, non-traditional security issues, such as infectious disease pandemics and the Fukushima nuclear incident have come to the fore.  Dealing with these incidents has challenged our response capabilities at the whole-of-government level, and tested the level of preparedness of our communities.
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4. On the law and order front, crime remains under control.  However, there are issues we must address.  Youth gangs remain a serious concern.  Loansharking syndicates have grown bolder and are employing more dangerous tactics.  Drug abuse is rising, due in part to the greater supply of drugs in the region, and also to changes in attitudes towards drugs among segments of the younger generation.   Advances in technology are enabling and encouraging new types of criminality, such as cross-border telecommunications fraud.

5. The current crime and security landscape is set against a societal backdrop of global economic uncertainty, rapid demographic change and rising public expectations.  In many parts of the world, the balance between rights and duties, and the relationship between the individual and state are shifting. Some of these changes are being mirrored in our society, influencing the attitudes, lifestyle and modes of expression of our population.
Preparing for the future

6. Over the next term of Parliament, the Ministry of Home Affairs will expand and deepen the capabilities and competencies of the Home Team.  We will pursue five main strategies to ensure that we are prepared for the future.
7. Augmenting Resources. First, we will augment our physical infrastructure and manpower resources to cope with increasing demands from a larger and more diverse population, and a more connected world.  The Singapore Police Force (SPF) will establish a new Land Division Headquarters in Woodlands New Town and two Neighbourhood Police Centres (NPCs) at Punggol and Woodlands West.  The Police’s investigation resources will also be enhanced significantly, with investment in additional forensics capabilities.  
8. To meet the needs of the increasing number of travellers passing through our borders, the manpower resources of the Immigration and Checkpoints 
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Authority (ICA) will be increased.  We will also expand the operational capabilities of the Casino Regulatory Authority (CRA), to ensure that our casinos remain free of criminal influence, and that gaming is conducted fairly and honestly. 
9. Updating Operating Models. Second, we will update our operating models.  The SPF will revamp its community policing model, deepening its engagement with the community to ensure that a strong sense of safety and security is maintained.  Special attention will also be paid to detecting, disrupting and dismantling organised criminal groups.  
10. The Singapore Prisons Service (SPS) will expand its aftercare and rehabilitation efforts beyond the prison gates, calibrated to the inmate’s risk of re-offending.  It will also seek to develop targeted programmes to address the rehabilitation needs of those specific categories of inmates whose recidivism rates have been consistently poorer than the general mainstream inmate population.  These include repeat drug offenders who also pose a contaminating influence to more vulnerable persons, especially the young, in our society.  The Central Narcotics Bureau (CNB) will strengthen its cooperation with regional counterparts to disrupt the inflow of drugs into Singapore. CNB will also study how to better engage repeat and potential drug users with different profiles and backgrounds.  CNB will be guided by an Inter-Ministry Task Force chaired by Mr Masagos Zulkifli, Minister of State for Home Affairs.
11.  Strengthening Community Partnerships. Third, we will build on our strong community networks and high levels of public trust.  Over the years, our dedicated volunteers have worked alongside Home Team officers in policing, fire fighting, preventive drug education, rehabilitation of ex-offenders, and many other roles.  We have built a 16,000-strong group of volunteers, and will engage even more people through the newly established Home Team Volunteers’ Network. 
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12. The Community Engagement Programme (CEP), which celebrated its 5th anniversary this year, will be expanded and deepened to reach a wider audience, including youths and new immigrants. We will empower communities to take greater ownership of their own safety, through self-help initiatives such as the Civil Defence Ready Home programme.
13. To help prisoners re-integrate into society, the SPS and the Singapore Corporation of Rehabilitative Enterprises (SCORE) will partner community groups to enhance in-care and after-care efforts.  They will mobilise grassroots volunteers to help families of inmates living in their district, and tap on community resources to act as role models for younger offenders.
14. We will continue to engage the private and people sectors through the Threat-Oriented Passenger Screening Integrated System Programme (TOPSIS), which brings together security and non-security personnel to improve the screening processes at our checkpoints against terrorist and other threats.
15. Investing in New Technologies.  Fourth, we will increase investments in new technologies, and integrate the work of the Home Team departments more closely. We have created a geo-spatial “Operations Terrain Mapping” information sharing platform, which allows officers to have access to the combined terrain knowledge of all Home Team departments within each of their operational domains.  The Police will introduce more CCTVs in local neighbourhoods to help prevent and solve crime.  The ICA will test new screening devices and explore innovative clearance modes to clear travellers and cargo more efficiently, which will be implemented at new checkpoints in the coming years, including the International Cruise Terminal.
16. Upgrading our People. Fifth, we will continue to invest heavily in our people.  We will significantly increase training in core areas, and create more opportunities for junior Home Team officers to pursue full-time academic upgrading programmes.  To widen the pool of talent available and develop deep 
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specialist expertise, MHA recently introduced the Home Team Specialist Scheme.   We will create more specialist tracks in addition to the current areas of protective security, criminal intelligence and forensics. 
17. The Home Team will continue to upgrade and re-invent itself, developing new and integrated ways of operating which leverage on the unique strengths of each department, and also on the collective energies of our community and external partners.  With the support of Singaporeans and all our friends, we will continue to make Singapore our safe and secure best home.

SUMMARY FOR THE MEDIA

· Ten years after 9-11, the threat of jihadist terrorism persists; the global terror network has shown itself to be adaptive and resilient. The Home Team must continue to build up its intelligence and operational capabilities to anticipate, detect and neutralise this threat and at the same time, enhance effective consequence management. Strong cooperation with its foreign partners remains vital because Singapore’s security as an open society cannot be insulated from the security problems in the region and in the world at large.  

· The crime rate remains low. However, we need to remain vigilant and target specific key challenges:  youth gangs, loanshark syndicates, drug abuse and transnational crime.

· We will strengthen our partnership with the community.  Police will revamp its frontline community policing model and explore ways to leverage on science and technology, such as by using more CCTVs in local neighbourhoods to prevent and solve crime.   The Home Team Volunteers Network will reach out to even more from the people’s sector. The Community Engagement Programme will expand its reach to cover youths and new immigrants. Self-help initiatives such as Civil Defence Ready Home programme will be introduced.
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· In order to break the cycle of re-offending, the Home Team will work with other agencies to deal with at-risk youth even as its Prisons Department expands and refines its aftercare and rehabilitation efforts, especially for younger offenders.  The Central Narcotics Bureau (CNB) will also monitor and support released drug offenders more intensively to reduce the risk of re-offending.
· The Home Team will continue to invest in manpower resources. There will be more opportunities for Junior Officers to pursue full-time academic and professional upgrading programmes. The Home Team Specialist Track will be enhanced.  We will ensure that a career in the Home Team is challenging and fulfilling across a wide range of different domains and specialisations.
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PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE

(NATIONAL SECURITY COORDINATION SECRETARIAT)
ADDENDUM TO THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

MR TEO CHEE HEAN

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER, COORDINATING MINISTER FOR NATIONAL SECURITY AND MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS

1.
Terrorism Threat & Evolving National Security Concerns.  Terrorism remains a persistent threat. Recent terror attacks in Indonesia, India and Norway are clear reminders that acts of terrorism are not exclusively associated with any one sector of the ideological spectrum. “Lone Wolf” terrorists, who act without formal links to an established terrorist organisation, aided by easily available tools and methods propagated by the internet, are much more difficult to prevent. Besides terrorism, the incidence of cyber attacks has escalated over the years and the consequences are becoming increasingly significant.

2.
Whole-of-Government Response.  Our security agencies have remained vigilant but we cannot be complacent. The National Security Coordination Secretariat (NSCS) promotes collaboration across government agencies to mitigate threats in a holistic manner across domains such as aviation, maritime, land transport, critical infrastructure and cyberspace. A collaborative approach creates synergies between agencies and optimises the use of scarce resources. 

3.
Developing a Vigilant and Resilient Society. A well coordinated government response has to be complemented with the participation of all Singaporeans. NSCS continues to organise and coordinate national security awareness and outreach programmes to engage all segments of our society. 
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Collectively, we must be able to withstand an attack, bounce back and recover quickly should the worst come to pass.  

4.
Leveraging Technology. Technology is an effective force multiplier. Given Singapore’s limited resources, we need to harness advanced technologies to address threats to our national security. The National Security Engineering Centre (NSEC), set up in partnership with the Defence Science and Technology Agency (DSTA), supports this through a national security technology roadmap that prioritises and develops technological applications.

5.
Risk Assessment and Horizon Scanning. NSCS has developed a Risk Assessment and Horizon Scanning (RAHS) capability to raise Singapore’s strategic anticipation capability, and to promote cross-domain and cross-agency sharing of perspectives on national security.
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MINISTRY OF LAW

ADDENDUM TO THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
1. MinLaw will continue to strengthen Singapore's legal infrastructure and the vibrancy of its legal services sector, optimise the use of State land, and develop an Intellectual Property (IP) infrastructure that will ensure robust protection for IP and grow Singapore’s IP services sector. 
2. Legal. We are committed to ensuring that Singapore’s legal system remains world-class and provides our citizens fair and efficient access to justice.  We will continue to work closely with the Attorney-General’s Chambers and other Government agencies to strengthen and invigorate the legal system, keeping it relevant and responsive to economic developments and the evolving needs of our society. 
3. As part of these efforts, MinLaw introduced the new Criminal Procedure Code Bill to strengthen Singapore's criminal justice framework, and the new Coroners Bill to modernise the legal framework for coroners’ inquiries and enhance the fact-finding process, in 2011. MinLaw will continue to regularly review our criminal and civil justice systems to ensure that these provide a foundation facilitative of fair and effective outcomes. Amongst others, the proliferation of new media has brought about new challenges to the rule of law.  MinLaw will review legislation to deal with harmful and unlawful online conduct.
4. Another key component of a world-class rule of law framework is the provision of high quality legal services. MinLaw will ensure that Singapore’s regulatory framework for the legal services industry responds to the needs of our growing, and increasingly cosmopolitan and sophisticated, economy. 
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5. We will continue to work with legal industry stakeholders and economic agencies to position Singapore as a key hub for the provision of legal services. We will introduce and develop initiatives and measures to deepen and broaden the range and quality of legal services in Singapore. Following the successful introduction of the Qualifying Foreign Law Practice Scheme in 2009, we will continue with the measured liberalisation of the legal services sector, including the issuing of further licences.
6. We will continue to promote Singapore as a venue of choice for international dispute resolution, particularly for Asia with its tremendous growth potential. We have brought in world-class arbitration institutions to operate in Maxwell Chambers, a dedicated, highly-regarded facility for alternate dispute resolution.  We will work with these institutions and law firms – both local and foreign – to further enhance Singapore’s attractiveness as an international arbitration venue. We will continue to ensure that the arbitration infrastructure in Singapore, in particular the legislation and facilities, remains world-class, is continually improved and keeps ahead of international developments.
7. As the demand for legal services in Singapore continues to grow, we will put in place measures to ensure that the supply of legal talent meets the demands of our economy. Professional standards will be raised, through initiatives such as mandatory continuing professional development, to be implemented by the newly established Singapore Institute of Legal Education (SILE) in cooperation with the legal fraternity. We will also continue to promote Singapore as a regional hub for legal education, in collaboration with our local universities, the SILE and key economic agencies.
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8. MinLaw will ensure that legal aid remains accessible to the needy. We will review the legal aid framework regularly to ensure that it is relevant and effective, including the funding that we are channelling to organisations providing civil and criminal legal aid to the public. We will also work closely with the Law Society and other partners to encourage pro-bono activities and grow the pool of volunteers from the legal profession.
9. To cultivate a more harmonious, civil and gracious society, we will continue to promote mediation as the first and preferred recourse for resolving social and community disputes. We will increase public awareness of community mediation.  We will equip our community leaders with mediation skills and encourage youths to embrace mediation as a means to resolve disputes. We will improve the training framework to sharpen the skills of our volunteer mediators.
10. In the administration of bankrupts and debtors under the Debt Repayment Scheme, we have introduced various initiatives, such as financial counselling, job referral services and skills upgrading programmes. These initiatives will help bankrupts and debtors better meet their repayment obligations and expedite their discharge. 
11. We will, in consultation with the industry, comprehensively review the corporate insolvency regime to incorporate relevant and useful developments in corporate insolvency law and widen the options available to businesses facing financial difficulty. These changes will be brought about with the introduction of a single piece of insolvency legislation governing both individuals and companies.
12. In the regulation of moneylenders and pawnbrokers, we have instituted more rigorous requirements for prospective entrants to the two industries and stepped up enforcement activities against errant licensees, to continue raising the standards of professionalism in the industries. 
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13. Land. We will review our legislative framework and policies to ensure continued optimal use of Singapore's scarce land resources.  In particular, we will optimise the use of State land and buildings to support the economic and social development of Singapore.  We will rejuvenate State properties and open up suitable State land for use by businesses and the community.
`
14. We have implemented the central infrastructure for the Singapore Geospatial Collaborative Environment (SG-SPACE), and will continue to drive the development of SG-SPACE to enable the public, private and people sectors to share geospatial information and co-create innovative applications, thus encouraging the development of the local geospatial industry. 
15. Intellectual Property (IP). With IP becoming an increasingly valuable business asset in the global knowledge economy, MinLaw will develop Singapore as an IP services hub for the region, by reviewing our policies and programmes and attracting global IP service providers to Singapore. We will forge stronger partnerships with international IP bodies that will facilitate the global filing and protection of IP through Singapore. At the same time, we will groom a deeper pool of IP professionals with the requisite competencies, and work closely with the industry to support their efforts in creating, protecting and managing IP. Our IP legislation, including the enforcement regime, will be kept up to date with global developments, and be conducive to businesses and research and development investments, even as it continues to ensure the robust protection of IP in Singapore.

SUMMARY FOR THE MEDIA
Overview

· The Ministry of Law (MinLaw) will continue to strengthen Singapore's legal infrastructure and the vibrancy of its legal services sector, optimise the use of 
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State properties, and develop an Intellectual Property (IP) infrastructure that will ensure robust protection for IP and grow Singapore’s IP services sector.
Legal

· We will put in place even more rigorous requirements for the moneylending and pawnbroking industries, and step up further enforcement activities against errant licensees.
· We will work to ensure that we continue to have a world-class legal system.  We will review legislation to make sure that it is able to deal with unlawful conduct.
· We will continue our efforts to grow Singapore as a key hub for the provision of legal services.  To do so, we will review the regulatory framework for the legal profession and industry.  We will continue with the measured liberalisation of the legal services sector. 
· We will continue to actively help develop Singapore as centre of choice for international arbitration.  We will continue to invest in arbitration facilities to ensure they are top of the class, review our legislation to ensure it is as conducive as possible for arbitration, and continue to attract more arbitration institutions, firms and practitioners to base in Singapore.
Intellectual Property

· We will review our policies and programmes to develop Singapore as an IP services hub for the region and attract more international IP work.  We will build a wider and deeper pool of international IP service providers in Singapore, and develop stronger competencies in our IP professionals.
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